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FARM FORESTRY EXEMPTION 
Frequently Asked Questions 

General 

What is the Farm Forestry Exemption (FFE)? 
FFE is a tax exemption designed to protect wooded areas. Farmers with farm property or farm property 
holdings with wooded areas may be eligible for the exemption; the tax exemption applied to one acre of 
forested land for every 10 acres of farmland. No more than 30 acres are exempt per owner per 
municipality or non-municipal territory. 

Does FFE have to be applied to my property? 
MPAC is legislated by the Assessment Act to apply FFE to eligible properties; this is not optional. The 
only way for FFE to be removed from a property’s assessment is when the land is no longer used for 
forestry purposes. 

If FFE is applied to my property, can it still be considered for other farm tax incentive programs? 
A property with FFE does not prevent/preclude the property owner from applying for the Farm Property 
Class Tax Rate Program administered through Agricorp. 

What changed with FFE in 2023? 
In the 2021 Fall Economic Statement, the Provincial Government stated its intent to increase the limit on 
the tax exemption for farm woodlots from 20 to 30 acres to keep pace with the growth of farm sizes.  

The changes were enacted with the Bill 43 amendment to section 3(1)19 of the Assessment Act to allow 
the Minister of Finance (Minister) to prescribe a higher number of acres. O. Reg 230/22 was filed to 
increase the acreage maximum per farm property owner in a municipality from 20 to 30 acres effective 
January 1, 2023. 

What does this change mean for you and your property? 
With this change, you may qualify for a tax exemption on up to 30 acres of forested land in any one 
municipality. 
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How do you know how much of the assessed value qualifies for the FFE exemption? 
To improve transparency with property owners, the FFE-assessed value will now appear on property 
assessment notices. The municipality will not charge property taxes on the assessed value shown as 
“Exempt”. 

Why does it look like the assessed value of your property has increased? 
You may notice that the assessed value of your property is different from what may be listed on a 
previous property assessment notice. The assessed value that you see reflects the value of your 
property plus the assessed value of the FFE applied to your property. 

Property taxes will not be charged to the assessed value shown as exempt as detailed above. Before this 
change, the assessed value for the FFE was deducted from the total assessment and not provided on the 
notice. 

How will you be notified of my property’s eligibility? 
If your property qualifies for FFE, it will appear on your Property Assessment Notices as “Exempt”. The 
municipality will not charge property taxes on this value. 
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How do you confirm the current information MPAC has regarding your property? 
To see the information we currently have on file for your property, please log into AboutMyProperty 
using the roll number and access key found on your recent Property Assessment Notice. 

Who can you contact regarding your property’s eligibility and how the eligible acreages have 
been calculated? 
If you would like to access your FFE calculation, please contact our Customer Contact Centre at 1 866 
296-6722 (toll-free) or 1 877 889-6722 (TTY), Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (EST) or visit
mpac.ca and log onto AboutMyProperty.

https://www.aboutmyproperty.ca/
https://www.mpac.ca/
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What if you disagree with your property’s assessment? 
You have the option to file a Request for Reconsideration with MPAC. To learn more about this process, 
please visit AboutMyProperty or call our Customer Contact Centre at 1-866-296-6722 (toll-free) or  
1-877-889-6722 (TTY), Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (EST).
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